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[July/ Grutta percha is imported into this country in the form of large blocks, of more or less purity. Some are so incorporated with dirt, coloring matter and woody fibre, as to be unfitted for the dentist's use, unless previously submitted to a chemical operation.
Its mode of preparation is either by solution and afterevaporation, or by boiling in water and mechanically removing its impurities.
In preparing it by solution, all that is necessary is to confine small portions in a piece of fine linen, and place the whole in a bottle of chloroform or other fluid which will readily dissolve it; pour off the clear solution and evaporate. It is placed in linen to free it from pieces of bark, wood and other impurities, which are so large as to be separated by filtering, and with which it is generally found mixed. I prefer, however, to take the gutta percha which has been previously boiled and cleaned. I shall not dwell longer on this mode of preparation, for unless we gain a greater amount of durability, I cannot see upon what principle we should advocate a process, not only expensive, but also exceedingly tedious : to this point, I shall, however, again return at the end of my paper.
The second method of preparing gutta purcha is as follows select a block, which, upon being cut through, presents a white surface ; and I may here remark, that were the consumption in any way considerable, I feel convinced it might be collected with greater care, and save a vast amount of time and labor. Take a piece weighing about two or three ounces, peel off with a sharp knife the outer rind; do so freely until you have removed the light brown covering. I prefer doing this before boiling ; place it in an enameled pan or glass vessel, and boil it freely; it is much more convenient to do this over a gas lamp constructed for the purpose : after it has been boiling about five minutes, take it out and examine the outer side to see that you have cut away all the rind, and commence kneading it into a sheet. If the gutta percha is a fine specimen, it will assume a creamy white appearance, 
